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Thisnation,turning100yearsold,hadno Odyssey,noSt.Georgeslayingthe
dragon,noPrometheus.TheemergingAmericangeniusformakingalotofmoney
wasapoorsubstituteforKingArthurandhisknights(althoughtheHoratioAlger
mythofragstoricheswasgoodforalotofmileage).Withoutamythologyand
setofancientheroestocallitsown,Americahadtomanufactureitsheroes.Sothe
mythmakingmachineryofnineteenth-centuryAmericanmediacreatedasuitable
heroicarchetypeinthecowboysoftheWildWest.Theimagewasoftheundaunted
cattledriverslivingalifeofrecklessindividualism,bravingtheelements,stavingoff
brutalIndianattacks.Orofheroiclawmenduelingwithsix-gunsinthestreetsat
highnoon.ThisartificialWildWestbecameAmerica’sIliad.


