Thisnation,turning100yearsold,hadno Odyssey,noSt.Georgeslayingthe
dragon,noPrometheus. Theemerging Americangeniusformakingalotofmoney
wasapoorsubstituteforKingArthurandhisknights(althoughtheHoratioAlger
mythofragstoricheswasgoodforalotofmileage). Withoutamythologyand
setofancientheroestocallitsown, Americahadtomanufactureitsheroes.Sothe
mythmakingmachineryofnineteenth-century Americanmediacreatedasuitable
heroicarchetypeinthecowboysoftheWild West. Theimagewasoftheundaunted
cattledriverslivingalifeofrecklessindividualism,bravingtheelements,stavingoft
brutallndianattacks.Orofheroiclawmenduelingwithsix-gunsinthestreetsat
highnoon.ThisartificialWild WestbecameAmerica’sIliad.



